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Central Office Services 


Third Order Field Work 


Major Sylvester Deans and his wife, Marie, are very busy with 
their illustrated lecture on St. Francis: in the city of New Orleans. 
From there they will go to Texas, New Mexico, and parts of Illinois 
and Ohio. You will have an opportunity to meet them at the Third 
Order Quinquennial Congress in Boston. 


Third Order Youth Digest 


Third Order Youth Digest is a monthly bulletin sent out from the 
Central Office in the interest of our youth fraternities. It has been 
well received. Some 1300 copies are mailed out each month. Should 
you desire a copy, please write to the Central Office. Fr. Donatus 
Grunloh O.F.M. is handling this chore for the youth fraternities. 

There are now 145 youth fraternities in our federated provinces. 
Through the services of this monthly bulletin we hope to encourage 
these fraternities in their work, and also incite others to erect such 
fraternities. The Youth Work Booklet and the Moderator’s Booklet 
are excellent tools to help you initiate such youth work. These book- 
lets are available at the Central Office. 


Conference Outline 

Each month the Third Order Central Office also issues a Third 
Order Conference for the monthly fraternity meeting. This has been 
very well received by the directors and moderators. As one director 
wrote recently: “If still available, please send single copies of Con- 
ference for fraternity meeting for January and February 1956. The 
series is priceless for the busy Third Order Director.” 

Yes, back copies can be had on request. There is no charge for this 
service. It is given to you by the Third Order Organization. If you, 
as a director or moderator, are not receiving your monthly copy, 
please let us know. 
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A.V.E. 


If you are a teacher of religion you need the services | 
you want to stimulate interest in religious subjects, A.V.E 
tion. Do you wish to give your pupils a surprise package? Then 
want A.V.E. 

A.V.E. means Audio Visual Education—a division of Co-op Par 
Activities Service—operated by our Brother Leo Leddy at 159 
Grand River Avenue, phone VE 8-5850, Detroit, Michigan. Its pri 
mary purpose is to aid teachers in the instruction of religion throug 

the rental of film strips and sale of projectors and other on 
for classroom or home service. : 

For the first four months of this year, Brother Leddy and his staff 
have completed 3,400 transactions, an average of 40 packages of fror 
one to six film strips each per day; and an average of 25 letters an 
other first class mail each per day. These shipments have been made 
world-wide, being sent to Belgian Congo, Germany, India, Japan, 
Philippines, ‘Saskatchewan, Canada, Mexico, New Zealand, Ireland, 
Guam and U.S. Air Bases as well as other countries and states. , 

The cost of membership in A.V.E. is $20.00 per year and entitles 
the member to the free use of the A.V.E. Library of over 40,000 Ed-— 
ucational Film Strips; a patronage dividend on the purchase of 
equipment; and many other benefits as explained in the catalog. 
Write for catalog or call. . 


TERTIARIES ATTENTION— 


This is for a LIMITED TIME for tertiaries. To the FIRST 30 NEW _ 
MEMBERS we will give you a set of two film strips on the Life and — 
Homeland of St. Francis. : 

Simply send in your check for membership with name and address — 
and we will send you one year’s membership and the BONUS fe 
strips. 


Third Order Quinquennial Congress 


Registrations for our Quinquennial Congress are coming in very” 
well. ‘We urge you not to wait to the last minute. Regidication fee is 
$5.00. It should be sent to our federal treasurer, Mr. Wm. E. Cor- 
coran, 835 Academy Ave., Cincinnati 5, Ohio. You will receive © 
prompt acknowledgement. | 


Good Example Pays 


Your Third Order Rule asks you to pray for the deceased. The 
Council members of St. Louis Fraternity of Cincinnati recently vis- 
ited a Negro Tertiary after death, laid out in the Funeral Parlor. | 

(See page 287) 
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EEF A RCIrSCAR 


APPLYING CHRISTIANITY IN THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS 
AUGUST, 1957 VOL. XXXVI = Numnsr 8 


TERTIARY TRADITIONS 


Sou YEARS AGO the late Livarius Oliger O.F.M., noted historian of the 
order, discovered some interesting documents in the ancient convent of St. 
Cecilia in Citta di Castello, Italy. The documents dealt with early tertiary 
life. 

Two of the sixteen documents discovered dealt with the approval of the 
rule of the Third Order under Nicholas IV, August 18, 1289. (Tertiaries 
making their profession still mention Nicholas’ name; do they know who 
he was? ) 

The interesting part of the two documents was that the Castellan tertiaries 
delegated a brother named Tartarino, a druggist, to attend a convention at 
Marsciano held August 29, 1289. The purpose of the congress was discussion 
of the rule uniformly promulgated eleven days previously by Pope Nicholas 
IV. 

The instructions given to their delegate by the Castellan tertiaries were, 
to accept wholeheartedly the approved rule and anything else the Pope 
might be pleased to ordain. 

Nothing new, therefore, under the sun. A regional congress of tertiaries 
back in 1289, one of many similar ones before and after, witnesses to the 
sense of solidarity among the members and to their wide diffusion as well 
as to their devotion to the Holy See. 

With our National Congress coming up October 24-27 every fraternity 
should at least be represented. As many as possible of the tertiaries should 
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make an effort to be present. Franciscan conventions, or gatherings, really 
differ from the ordinary type of convention we are used to attending. Fran- 
ciscan conventions are not deliberative, but inspirational. We still have in 
us the longing of the friars when they came to the Chapter of Mats in Assisi. 
They were waiting to see a Poverello appear and to inspire them to live the 
life they had chosen. 

Well aware of their obligations, they needed new, inspiration. And they 
needed a little better organization. St. Francis saw that. And he chose 
Brother Elias to do it, even at the cost of dampening some liberty-loving 
souls. 


Each one of our conventions in this country has had the two fold effect 
of providing new inspiration to the far flung fraternities (now some 1200 
in the U.S.) and to solidify the organization of the Third Order in this 
country. 


We have word now from Rome that the new International Constitutions 
of the Third Order have been approved by the Sacred Congregation and 
will soon be promulgated. This again will be a definite step forward for the 
Third Order in many ways for the Constitutions have solidified a modus 
operandi that has been proven by experience to be fruitful in the direction 
of the Third Order. These new Constitutions will no doubt come up for the 
consideration of the members at the Boston Congress October 24-27. 


Each Congress has been a milestone, beginning with the heroic beginnings 
in Chicago in 1921 down to the last one held in Milwaukee in 1952. Think 
of what the congresses have accomplished in the last twenty years. 


At Louisville (1936) tertiary leadership and inspiration formulated for 
this country generally a program that is as simple in itself as it is pat to the 
needs of the day. At the same time it sprang as naturally as can be from the 
tertiary’s profession and from the rule, spirit and traditions of the order. 
We mean the Three Point Program of Tertiary Economics. Actually, it is a 
practical and “slogan-made-version” of the general rule of moderation con- 
tained in the rule. This congress above all others had its reverberations 
abroad: translated, quoted, cited. It needs new impetus and revision today. 

Pittsburgh (1941) was a real chapter of Mats. (There was a hotel strike 
going on which made it necessary for tertiaries to make the best of it—and 
they did!) Here the Youth Program was definitely launched and has shown 
tremendous impetus since then. Though it has still failed to answer some 
important questions and has tended to fragmentize at times the very idea 
of tertiary fraternity, still we hope that many of these problems will be 
solved as time goes on. The Central Office now reports 145 youth fraternities 
on its roster. 

Cincinnati (1947) picked up the Hour of St. Francis before it could die 
aborning and breathed into it new life to keep it living and breathing and 


inspiring millions these eleven years. Without the andertendie ihe in- | 
spiration and the personal contacts of the convention, a great instrument of | 


the Third Order apostolate in this country would probably have withered 
and died! 


(See page 270) 
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The History of the Third Order 
LESSON ONE 


Zhe Wide--Anele Urew 


The World Vision of St. Francis 


| Ese A Tuirp Order unit is 
called a “fraternity” there are no 


Third Order sororities. So new mem-, 


bers to the order are told. The word 
“fraternity” or brotherhood is pecul- 
iarly Franciscan and must be under- 
stood in its Franciscan sense. The 
word is strong and vigorous; it is es- 
sential in a study of this kind to 
understand what the word meant to 
St. Francis and what he tried to con- 
vey by it to his first followers. 

St. Francis called himself “brother,” 
or better, “‘little brother.” Clare was 
his “sister,” and “lady” by reason of 
her consecration to the heavenly 
Spouse. She was “little sister” because 
of the unexampled, unaffected love 
which this daughter of the noble 
house of Favarone dOffreduccio 
showed her followers from every 
social strata, even though most of her 
first followers were from families of 
distinction. 

The whole fraternity of Francis was 
imbued with a lively sense of the 
Fatherhood of God, filled with a lib- 
erty of spirit regained through faith 
in the universal redemption merited 
by Jesus Christ. This inner freedom 
of spirit, however, was quite different 
from that “liberty” proclaimed by 
the heretical sects of the time. They 
were eager to right social wrongs by 
turning the wheel of society full circle, 
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putting the down trodden on top and 
the down trodders on the bottom. The 
ardor of the heretical ‘groups came 
from what they were “against.” It 
did not spring from any clear and 
challenging religious truth. 

“Franciscus vir catholicus et totus 
apostolicus: Francis, the thoroughly 
Catholic and apostolic man taught a 
steadfast devotion to the Roman 
Church, admonishing everyone to revy- 
erence priests above all.” Thus runs 
the rhythmic antiphon of the First 
Vespers of the Office of the feast of 
St. Francis. All the early biographies 
of the Saint hinge on this formula. 
They utterly contradict subsequent 
lives of St. Francis purporting to 
make him a kind of John the Baptist 
heralding the Reformation and a bed- 
fellow of heretics. Just the opposite. 
Proof now is overwhelming against 
the would-be historians and scholarly 
dilettants of yester-year that St. Fran- 
cis was a most obedient subject of the 
Catholic Church. 

In the past century (and the ideas 
linger to our own day) there has been 
a strange obsession in certain quarters 
that St. Francis had found an ideal 
for the living of the Gospel life which 


Adapted by the editors from the 
Italian of Professor Fausta Caso- 
lini, T.O.F. 
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could have done wonders for the re- 
generation of the world, had not a 
reactionary Church and her syco- 
phant dignitaries prevented Francis 
from realizing the ideal. What the 
ideal consisted in beyond what we 
have in the writings, sayings and ac- 
tions of Francis as traditionally rec- 
ognized, they do not tell us exactly. 
Neither do they say just how the 
Church thwarted the work of St. 
Francis; but she must have done so 
because spirits of a later generation 
to which they are sympathetic fell out 
with Mother Church on that plea! 


In any case (so they say) the 
Church took the order away from St. 
Francis and gave it to a set more 
compliant with the Church, reducing 
Francis to the position of a frustrated 
genius for the last years of his life. 


Neither does the “universalism” of 
St. Francis which embraces all men 
as brothers have anything to do with 
the current comrade-notion of com- 
munism. The Brotherhood of Assisi, 
as an idea and ideal, has won the ap- 
plause of the most unlikely people of 
every political and religious cast and 
hue—including atheists! Perhaps the 
only thing that has kept the latter 
from hailing Francis as a “socialist” 
and “comrade” is the fact that, 
though they would like to appropri- 
ate the slice of the Poverello that is 
identified with his love of the poor, 
the suffering, the oppressed and the 
despoiled, this is impossible to do 
without cutting into the rounded out 
substance of the “credo” which Fran- 
cis professed. ‘They can’t have their 
cake and eat it! 


Intellectuals have praised the hum- 
ble poet of nature’s beauty for the 
freshness that wells up in his voice. 
The pure of heart have accepted his 
message and unbelievers have looked 
to his sweet humanism. Perhaps there 
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is only one category of men who re- 
main studiously immune and aloof to 
the holy contagion of Francis’ good- 
ness. They are the blind travellers 
through life for whom the renuncia- 
tion of the goods of this world is mad- 
ness, sacrifice for love is stupidity. 
(Neither are all of these blind trav- 
ellers found outside the church!) 
These are the scoffers of every age 
who throw stones at the son of Peter 
Bernardone because he did not keep 
up his lusty banqueting and did not 
continue as the head of a band of 
teen-age revellers. He could have 
squandered all his father’s money 
made from a profitable business. What 
does he do? He breaks off suddenly 
and goes off in a corner to pray! He 
comes out of his place of retirement 
only occasionally, and then to beg 
alms for oil to give to a poor church 
to keep the lamp lit before the Blessed 
Sacrament. What a fool! He even 
dares touch a leper when before he 
turned his head away and held his 
nose whenever he had to pass one of 
the wretches at a distance! The fool! 

But in every age, men of divergent 
ideals must coexist. The wheat and 
the weeds; the good fish and the bad; 
the wise and the foolish virgins. The 
Babylon of those with low desires and 
those with holy longings for the hea- 
venly Jerusalem. No need, then, for 
Franciscan tertiaries to be terrified by 
the many sorrowful happenings of our 
day. We must have confidence in Him 
who has overcome the world, and of 
our Father, St. Francis, who over- 
came the world. 


Civi AND CLERICAL SOCIETY IN THE 
THIRTEENTH CENTURY 


As feudalism gradually gave way to 
the idea of the commonwealth and 
independent city states, the primary 
characteristic to emerge from this hu- 
manistic trend was the growing im- 
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portance of the individual. A new 
lease on life was also given the fine 
arts. A generation such as ours that 
bears in its memory the scars of a 
devastating war can understand the 
transitional times of St. Francis. We 
are now stymied in a kind of peaceful 
stupor that is no peace at all. We 
look at our parents as belonging to 
a past generation, but we see our 
children as being far too bold and 
audacious. Aware that the pomp and 
form and stiff correctness of former 
years is not acceptable today, we still 
search for a happy medium between 
it and the rebellious spirit of today 
which tantalizes all tradition. At least 
we want a way to preserve whatever 
is good in the era now passing into 
its sunset without suppressing the good 
in the new day that is dawning. St. 
Francis stood on the hill top of such 
a new dawning day and brought the 
message of the best spiritual concepts 
of a former day to be integrated in 
a new and more beautiful view. 


Others have tried to bring light into 
the painful night that enveloped so 
many consciences. The labored 
breathing of Thomas of Celano is 
heard in that darkness. In his Vita 
Prima (life of St. Francis No. I), he 
takes pains to point out what bad up- 
bringing Christian parents had given 
their children; but in the treatise on 
the Miracles of St. Francis as also in 
his Legend of the Holy Virgin Clare, 
he adds a contrast between the old 
world encrusted with vices carrying it 
down to ruin by the weight of its own 
weariness, and the new spectacle of 
something like light suddenly bound- 
ing up from the earth as men fall 
into a measured step with the new 
and a spiritual movement. 


Any historical account of the Third 
Order of St. Francis must certainly 
take a look at the heretical move- 
ments that immediately preceded the 
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Franciscan development, especially 
the Cathari and the Waldenses. These 
heretical movements are a vital in- 
gredient in the religious ferment of 
the times causing an unlooked for re- 
action in the new bourgeois society 
against the feudalistic structure with- 
in the church. One such heretical sect 
called the Salvatorelli aided the feu- 
dalistic downfall by choosing a reform 
bishop in harmony with Rome in op- 
position to the bishops controlled by 
the emperor. The bishop was Anslem 
of Lucca, later to become Pope Alex- 
ander II. 


St. Francis was acutely aware of 
his times. And many of the episodes 
of his life, many of his exhortations 
and warnings, can only be understood 
against the backdrop of the socio-po- 
litical-religious agitation of the time. 

This" saying, for example: “If 1 
were at the same time to meet some 
saint coming down from Heaven and 
any poor little priest, I would first 
pay my respects to the priest and pro- 
ceed to kiss his hands first. I would 
say, “Ah, just a moment, St. Law- 
rence, because this person’s hands 
handle the Word of Life and _ possess 
something that is more than human’ ” 
(Words, No. 63). This was a practi- 
cal and authoritative refutation of the 
error of the Arnaldisti who made the 
efficacy of the Sacraments depend on 
the personal holiness of the priest, a 
turn of thought that gained currency 
and was fostered by the long struggle 
over lay-investiture. 

The higher clergy were hardly 
without blame; and the lower clergy, 
though blameless, were poor and ig- 
norant. Hardly leaders in either case. 
The Crusades had weakened feudal- 
ism by decimating the adventurous, 
by impoverishing noble families, by 
causing them to sell or pledge estates. 
The old religious orders profited by 
bequests and the temporary use of 
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lands entrusted to their care while the 
lords went to the East. Well inten- 
tioned laity took the initiative towards 
a religious reform, but because of the 
conditions, the reform did not always 
remain within the cooperative bounc!s 
of the hierarchy. The singleminded 
energy for reform tended to fission 
off into countless heretical revolts. 


THe OrtTHODOXY OF ST. FRANCIS 


It was at this point that St. Francis 
and his movement enter history’s 
scene. In the beginning it would not 
have been difficult to confuse the new 
movement with the many heretical 
sects already. condemned... Francis, 
however, was determined to be the 
Herald of the great King. This is how 
he introduced himself to the robbers 
on Monte Subasio and so he remained 
to the end of his life. His staunch 
orthodoxy quickly won over the most 
doubtful members of the college of 
Cardinals and Pope Innocent HI him- 
self to whom Francis had made known 
with candid seriousness his “steadfast 
intentions.” 

Certainly he had to be steadfast to 
cling close to the rigorous poverty and 
his plan for social apostolate to be de- 
veloped without a money reserve, 
landed estates, ecclesiastical benefices 
and with utter independence of prop- 
erty. Francis and his men were to be 
dependent only on God the Father; 
they placed their trust in the response 
of the Christian community to this 
Christ-following way of life. 

Francis gave proof of his orthodoxy 
when he was to be brought to trial 
by his father for selling cloth and a 
horse at Foligno to raise money to 
repair San Damiano. To avoid being 
brought before a_ civil magistrate, 
Francis enrolled himself as a cleric 
of the lowest order because he de- 
clared that he wished not to be judged 
by the civil authority, but by the bish- 


260 FRANCISCAN HERALD AND 


op, in his controversy with his father. 
Then before the Bishop of Assisi he 
renounced every right to his patri- 
mony and on the spot proved his in- 
tentions by divesting himself of all 
that he owned, even to the clothes 
on his back. 

Pope Innocent III’s recognition of 
St. Francis and his first followers per- 
mitted them to preach not only in 
public places but also within church- 
es. Francis received the diaconate, but 
would not dare to receive the holy 
priesthood. Before him, St. Benedict 
had decided a similar course. 

It is worth noting here that St. 
Francis was actually the officiating 
ecclesiastical minister at the religious 
clothing of St. Clare on Palm Sunday 
evening in 1211. No one has ever 
questioned the validity of this conse- 
cration of Clare in religious life; an- 
other proof of the position Francis 
held in the eyes of Bishop Guido of 
Assisi and of the Church. 

Francis was Brother in and Father 
of the Order of Friars Minor, and 
co-founder of the Poor Ladies of St. 
Damian; St. Clare is given the title 
of “Foundress” by St. Pius X in the 
official Apostolic Letter “Quamquam 
Septimo,” of August 9, 1912.° To 
spread the Kingdom of Christ in the 
world by creating new yeast to trans- 
form the lethargical mass of Chris- 
tians into the new dough of evangeli- 
cal perfection—that was Francis’ aim. 
His zeal was too quick for his re- 
sources, He could not be everywhere, 
nor all places at once. The boundless 
yearning of his soul found expression 
in a letter addressed to all the faith- 
ful after the example of the Apostles. 


LETTER TO ALL THE FAITHFUL 

The Letter which St. Francis ad- 
dressed To All the Faithful can be 
considered as a preamble and a com- 
mentary on the rule which St. Francis 
later wrote for the members of the 
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Third Order of Penance. The multi- 
colored thread of profound mysticism 
and exalted asceticism is woven 
through this document in the direc- 
tions given by the Seraphic Father. 
But there is no neat little pattern; the 
weaver has an artistic temperament 
fused with dynamic holiness of life 
that sends his thoughts flying to the 
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sands of Africa, lifts his spirit to the 
lofty ledges of La Verna to receive 
the marks of Christ’s passion in his 
body, bends him in humble supplica- 
tion to Mother Mary, and sweeps him 
finally into the thrilling happiness of 
his passing. 

This encyclical letter is keynoted 
throughout with a breathtaking uni- 
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versalism. It opens with a persuasive 
confession of humility suggested by 
the name “Minor.” His office, Francis 
explains, is that of “minister,” or bet- 
ter, “servant”; “Being the servant of 
all. . .’ And the author looks forward 
to serving all humanity. In his own 
hand he writes, or dictates, his apos- 
tolic longing to herald out to all the 
world the law of the Lord. 

Beginning with the little servant, 
the letter rises suddenly to the Most 
High Divine Majesty under the as- 
pect of the Trinity: in words that an- 
nounce the coming of Jesus Christ 
who is the “Thought” and “Word” 
of the Father. And these words con- 
stitute spirit and life because they 
flow from the Holy Spirit. (See Words 
of St. Francis, No. 230 ff.) 

Following his profession in the 
Blessed Trinity, Francis immediately 
expresses his faith in the Incarnation, 
pausing for a moment to recall the 
Virgin Mother Mary in the poverty 
of her exalted calling. It was this pov- 
erty of Jesus and his Mother that in- 
spired and nourished the love of pov- 
erty found in Francis and his follow- 
ers. 

But Jesus Incarnate lives in the 
Church in the Sacrament of the Eu- 
charist, which is inseparably linked 
with the Passion. “It is his will,’ Fran- 
cis writes, “that we all should be saved 
by him and receive him with a pure 
heart and a chaste body.” 


After announcing the obligation of 
the interior sentiments of reverence 
for the Blessed Sacrament (the exter- 
nal cult of the Eucharist St. Francis 
treats in another beautiful letter), he 
moves forward with a thought that is 
also found at the end of the Canticle 
of the Creatures: “Woe to those who 
in mortal sin will die; blessed those 
whom He will find in your most holy 
graces, for the second death will do 
no harm to them.” 


But in this letter he says: “But there 
are few who care to receive Him and 
be saved by Him, though His yoke is 
sweet and His burden light (Mt. 11, 
30). Those who have not the will to 
taste how sweet the Lord is (Ps. 33, 
9) and who love the darkness more 
than the light (Jn. 3, 19), being un- 
willing to fulfil God’s commandments, 
are under a curse... . But oh, how 
blessed are they who love the Lord 
and do as the Lord himself says in 
the Gospel: You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and all 
your soul, and your neighbor as your- 
self (Mt. 22,737). 

Love of God and neighbor is all the 
commandments in a nutshell. Pure 
love, praise and petition to the heav- 
enly Father is nourished by the grace 
conferred in this “Sweet Sacrament 
of Love.” Love of neighbor is a fruit 
of a life of penance, or better, of a 
life directed to the true goal—God. 

To receive Holy Communion, a sac- 
rament of the living, it is absolutely 
necessary to depend on the priest who 
is the minister in two ways: he gives 
the Holy Bread to the faithful and 
is the instrument through which the 
sacrament of confession restores the 
dead soul to the life of grace. 

The Catholicism of St. Francis is 
certainly evidenced by this exhortation 
to sacramental confession, a point the 
heretics cannot deny. Nor is St. Fran- 
cis talking out of turn when he alludes 
to the duty of the confessor to receive 
mercifully the poor soul that is dis- 
posed to penance. This same merciful 
obligation binds all who are in a posi- 
tion to exercise authority over others; 
and besides showing mercy, all are 
bound to merciful acts, now called 
corporal works of mercy, such as alms- 
giving, which washes away the grime 
of sin. (It is interesting to note that 
Pope Pius XII asks that those who 
make use of the new Communion reg- 
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ulations compensate, especially 
through works of penance and char- 
ity.) 

Francis adds fasting as another 
means of purification, though very 
briefly. It is an echo of the precept 
in the Third Order Rule which ex- 
horts to moderation in eating and 
drinking. He touches this point but 
briefly, for he is now zealously eager 
to teach a lesson that lies deep in the 
heart of his Catholic soul: 

“We must likewise visit the churches 
often and be respectful to the clergy 
nut only for their sake, if they are 
sinners, but for their charge and min- 
istry of the most holy Body and Blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which they 
sacrifice on the altar and receive and 
distribute to others.” See here the 
secret of humble submission of ter- 
tiaries the world over to the Catholic 
priesthood in general and to the 
priests of the Seraphic Order in par- 
ticular! 

After speaking of the sublime dig- 
nity of the priesthood, Francis imme- 
diately comments on the loftiness of 
the religious vocation. Note here that 
he is not only referring in this passage 
to his own Brothers or to members 
of other religious orders including, 
of course, the daughters of St. Clare. 
“Religious who have renounced the 
world” are surely, in their own way, 
the tertiaries. This thought will be ex- 
panded in a later lesson. By their 
religious vocation, tertiaries are bound 
to do more and to be better, without 
being negligent in the duties common 
to all Christians. 

St. Francis stops to consider some 
of these basic Christian duties. And 
he is purposely so very basic because 
religious people are often the very 
ones who cannot see the woods for 
the trees! Or through some form of 
spiritual pride, they believe themselves 
to be on a higher plane, and therefore 
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exempt from fundamental norms of 
professional and social morality! 
“Alas,” he says, repeating our Lord’s 
phrase, “all kinds of vices and sins 
come forth from our heart” (Mt. 15, 
18). Therefore expand this poor con- 
stricted little heart to include lovingly 
even your enemies. This surely is the 
Gospel command and counsel, for 
love must be stretched just as far as 
it can be imagined to go! 


Uniry AND INDIVIDUALITY 


There is still another and a third 
meaning to the word “catholic” in 
reference to St. Francis. In a book 
published some years ago by Adam 
Pierotti O.F.M. entitled La Romanita 
di §, Francesco, the author writes: 
“No undertaking that could be more 
of a Christian adventure can be im- 
agined than the founding of the Third 
Order considering it either in its re- 
ligious or even in its social content.” 

And again: “By living this high ad- 
venture interiorly, springing as it did 
from the pure and simple spirit of 
the Gospel, St. Francis gradually de- 
veloped that peculiarly universal cast 
of mind that is able to harmonize the 
jumbled mass of daily experience— 
an aptitude and an attitude charac- 
teristic of the challenge offered by 
Christian adventuresomeness. Far 
from being buried by Catholicism into 
some cell of solitary confinement, 
Francis felt himself to be the daring 
master of the universe in his liberty 
of spirit and the universality of his 
love. The Catholic adventure 
means scaling the full scope of the 
universe and a universality of ideas 
that does not try to suppress the mul- 
tiplicity of individual beings like some 
giant corporation but unifies and co- 
ordinates them by the adhesive force 
of love. St. Francis has all the char- 
acteristics of this type of an adven- 
carer. 


“And let him not get angry with 
a brother over the offense of a 
brother,” so we read in the Letter to 
All the Faithful. Each one is to “re- 
gard his person with shame and con- 
tempt, because all of us through our 
own fault are wretched and rank.” 
We must put aside the prudence of 
the flesh and practice simplicity, hu- 
mility and purity. The religious are 
to observe the evangelical counsels. 

These are the short but necessary 
steps to the gradual ascent to the 
mystical life. By practicing the virtues 
we collaborate with the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us. 

This letter of St. Francis is therefore 
a guide to the heights of seraphic spir- 
itual adventure which has been called 
a mystical voluntarism. We are not 
to be shattered on the rock of pre- 
sumption, but at the same time, as St. 
James the Apostle teaches, faith with- 
out works is dead; the soul must be 
prodded on by countless incentives 
to an intense effort to reach God 
through Jesus. 


SEEING JESUS CHRIST 


“There is also a Franciscan way of 
contemplating Jesus: the meeting of 
uncreated Love with created love. 
Similarly, there is a method of loving 
Him and of imitating Him: in reality 
it sees the Man-God, and prefers to 
consider him in his holy humanity, 
because it reveals him more clearly 
and, as it were, allows him to be 
touched.” ‘These are the words of Pope 
Pius XII to the tertiaries of Rome, 
July 1, 1956. The Franciscan way is 
to see Jesus Christ in the universe; to 
see Jesus Christ in every creature— 
seeing, adoring, loving, praising Jesus 
Christ; praying, working, sleeping, 
suffering, rejoicing with Him, 

In that way St. Francis’ children 
of the Eternal Father are to be 


spouses, brothers and mothers to Jesus, 
St. Francis says in this Letter. St. 
Clare repeats the same thing in her 
letter to Blessed Agnes of Prague. 
Spouses in a spiritual marriage, broth- 
ers in obedience to the Father, and 
yet more—note the burning Francis- 
can—Pauline theme—mothers in our 
love, in the participation in His Pas- 
sion, in the way in which we ought 
to bring others to Him, just as the 
mother feels towards the children of 
her womb and brings forth other chil- 
dren through good example. 


The breathless buoyancy of St. 
Francis’ lyrical spirit in this part of © 
the Letter is reminiscent of the priestly 
prayer of Jesus in the Gospel accord- 
ing to St. John. The passage rushes 
and swells with the praise of the One 
God, Most High, Omnipotent and 
Most Admirable, like the choral mu- 
sic of the Canticle of Brother Sun. But 
not all is sweetness and light in his 
world vision. Both in the Canticle and 
in this Letter, St. Francis indicates 
that beneath the silver lining there 
are dark clouds—the sins of the many 
blind and foolish people caught in the 
demon’s debacle of the poignant pleas- 
ures of the flesh, the empty glitter of 
the world, the desire for money: ga- 
rottes for the garrulous and certain 
instruments of eternal death. 


The servant of God and of men 
must remain as professed—the sery- 
ant of both. Love cannot cease its 
outward motion of self-giving and 
come back to roost in selfish self-preen- 
ing. ‘The servant must busy himself 
with spreading the joy that springs 
from the soil of true wisdom. Look 
at your apostolate! A Franciscan au- 
thor and later Bishop Vittorino Fac- 
chinetti, entitled one of his books Be 
Apostles, which revealed his ardor as 
a worker in the Lord’s vineyard. — : 


(See page 286) 
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he THIS MATTER of loving our neigh- 
bor some of us moderns have a twist- 
ed sense of values. We often imagine 
that we have to go outside the family 
circle in order to practice charity. We 
overlook the countless opportunities 
for charity right within that’ family 
circle. We daresay that most of the 
unhappiness in our homes comes from 
a lack of consideration, a lack of fore- 
bearance, a lack of charity toward 
those with whom we live. 


Why is it that visitors receive all 
the bright smiles, the pleasant words 
and the constant attention? Why is 
every effort made to please the chance 
guest while members of our own fam- 
ilies are neglected? Let a _ casual 
acquaintance do some untoward act 
and we can be graciousness personi- 
fied. But let someone of the family 
do the very same thing and we are fit 
to be tied. 

It strikes me as being hypocritical 
if we are thoughtful and considerate 
toward an acquaintance or friend and 
thoughtless and inconsiderate toward 
those who share the intimacies of our 
household. The real Christ-like love 
of neighbor is not just a veneer. It is 
not like powdering your nose. If it is 
there, deep down, it will show itself 
toward everybody, but especially 
toward those who have the first claim 
on our love because of family ties. 


Of course, members of our: families 
have their- faults. Who hasn’t? How- 
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by Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


ever, since we rub elbows with them 
constantly, there is a tendency to 
somewhat exaggerate these shortcom- 
ings. Some day when we have a firm 
grip on ourselves, let’s sit down and 
consider these shortcomings. We may 
discover that they are not so urritat- 
ing after all. In periods of calm con- 
sideration they reduce to their normal 
size. To our amazement we will dis- 
cover that we are making fools of our 
selves by getting worked up over some 
pretty slight matters. 


The trouble is we often let our 
imagination take hold of a situation 
and by the time our imagination is 
finished, an insignificant incident has 
grown completely out of proportion 
to its true value. We Americans pride 
ourselves on Our common sense and 
business acumen. We drive a hard 
bargain and brag about it. We are 
so careful not to be “taken in.” But 
what dupes we turn out to be when 
we let our imagination get the better 
of us. It so easily warps our judg- 
ment especially when it comes to con- 
sidering the faults of those who live 
under our roof. It may help us to re- 
member that charity does begin at 
home and stays home for a while 
before venturing forth. If more of us 
realized the wisdom of this principle 
there would be much more happiness 
in our family circles. And when peo- 
ple are happy, it is easier to be good. 

® 
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Herald of the King 


Fr. Giles Strub O.F.M. 


W ae FR. GILES STRUB O.F.M. 
died in Cleveland on June 25 at the 
age of 76 we lost one of the great 
pioneers in the field of Franciscan 
communication in this country. We 
mourn one of the greatest of a pass- 
ing group of friars who were intense- 
ly devoted to the Order and to their 
province and who promoted both at 
every level. After a brief (three 
years) as a pastor in a small Minne- 
sota community, Fr. Giles came to 
the fledgling Franciscan Herald (then 
situated in Teutopolis, Illinois) in 
1914. By Christmas of that year his 
articles began appearing in the new 
magazine; and from then on until he 
retired from the Herald, a steady flow 
of articles appeared until 1937, when 
he was changed to Cleveland, Ohio, 
St. Joseph friary. 

Fr. Giles must be credited with designing the Third Order of St. Francis 
emblem which has now become standard for the tertiaries of the United 
States. Back in 1915 there was no emblem for members of the Third Order. 
Fr. Giles took up the task of designing one, had it executed and wrote the 
explanatory leaflet on the emblem which is still standard today without a 
comma or period changed. 


Many of the pictures of Franciscan saints, and among them the now well 
known ‘'Gloria Franciscana,’’ were conceived by Fr. Giles and made ac- 
cording to the specifications which he supplied by the Emil Frei studios, 
world-famous for art production, 

Among Franciscan authors in this country, Fr. Giles is one of the first to 
employ the art of a short story. The tale is told that the ‘‘Herald’’ was short 
some copy one month. The redoubtable editor, Fr. Ferdinand Gruen, re- 
fused to succumb to the easy way of filling space by the use of scissors and 
paste. He told Fr. Giles to get something original ready. He did. It was a 
story called ‘‘Fr. Roch’s Smoker’’ and later ‘‘Marion's Dream’’—both pub- 
lished later by the Franciscan Herald in pamphlet form, the first being one 
of the first really good pieces of propaganda literature for the Third Order 
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of St. Francis, and the second serving to combat immodesty in dress. 


Another great enterprise, after launching the Franciscan Herald as a na- 
tional magazine in 1919, was the planning and erecting of the Franciscan 
Herald Building in Chicago in 1920 which occupied Fr. Giles. This was a 
bold move and one that has been a source of much good to the province 
and to the order in the United States. From the roots of the old Franciscan 
Herald Magazine sprang the publishing house ‘Franciscan Herald Press.” 
And when the years of depression made it impossible to carry on the maga- 
zine, the Press remained together with the magazine still being published— 
your FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM. 


Fr. Giles was a great promoter of the Third Order. He held the post of 
commissary of Sacred Heart Province from 1930-1933, organized a provin- 
cial convention, and kept up a column for years called ‘‘Chats with Ter- 
tiaries.’’ Later in Cleveland where he has been a director of the large St. 
Joseph Fraternity from 1939 to 1954 he made the T.O. known and loved by 
thousands. ' 


On a wider scale, Fr. Giles was in every field of Franciscan activity: he 
wrote, he lectured, he drew up sketches for art work. He was one of the 
first large-scale promoters in the field of vocation recruiting. And as far 
back as 1930 he was making a documentary film of a boy studying for the 
Franciscan priesthood—from lad to priest. 

Many a missionary knelt down at night to thank God for Fr. Giles. He 
sent literally thousands of dollars to the missions that he had collected 
from innumerable friends. This was his own work and his one big love. The 
cause of Brother Simon Van Ackern, a holy tertiary lay brother who died 
in 1938, gained his attention and marvellous are the favors that Fr. Giles 
could report which had come through the intercession of Brother Simon. 

He loved the Blessed Sacrament and during his years at the Herald was 
chaplain to the Poor Clares in Chicago, during which time he built up a 
huge Eucharistic Adoration Guild with groups from every possible walk of 
life assigned to regular monthly and weekly Holy Hours. He was one of the 
first and early prime movers of the Retreat Movement in this country and 
organized some of the first retreats to our Mayslake Retreat House; he was 
chaplain of a tour to the Eucharistic Congresses at Dublin and at Manila. 
At one time Fr. Giles was a director of the Catholic Press Association, and 
later became a leading founder and member of the Circulation Vigilance 
Committee, of which he was also Secretary and Treasurer for several years. 

Regardless of what important positions he held, the work.or which he is 
best known and loved was his dispensing of words of counsel, comfort and 
cheer by visit, letter or phone to thousands of sick persons and troubled 
souls in every walk of life. He carried on a tremendous correspondence. 
Literally everyone not only knew Fr. Giles, but everyone loved him. 

May his loving Franciscan heart find peace and rest in the King and 


Center of hearts! 
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A Saint for Sickness 


St. Roch, Confessor, Third Order 


| ies 1414, when the General Coun- 
cil of the Church was held at Con- 
stance, an epidemic broke out. A 
great procession was inaugurated in 
honor of St. Roch to implore his 
help. Immediately the plague was 
checked. In the annals of the Fran- 
ciscan Order we read that many 
convents of the Order were preserved 
from contagious disease because of 
their devotion to St. Roch. And today 
in all the convents of the Order pray- 
ers are said daily to obtain his pro- 
tection against pestilence and con- 
tagious diseases. Who is this St. 
Roch? What kind of life did he lead? 
Why is he invoked with so much suc- 
cess in cases of sickness? 


Rich Young Man 


As so often is the case with the 
saints, Roch owed his great virtue to 
a great extent to the early training 
he received from his parents. In fact 
the child was an answer to persever- 
ing prayer on the part of the parents. 
His father was rather wealthy and 
was governor of the town of Mont- 
pellier, France. There was nothing 
exceptional about Roch’s youth, ex- 
cept perhaps that he received an ex- 
ceptional religious training from his 
parents, both by word and example. 
Wealth was there, but it was kept in 
its proper place, as a means to put 
into practice Christ’s teaching of 
charity. 

When Roch was a young man of 
twenty both his parents died and he 
was left the sole heir of the family 


by Donatus Grunloh O.F.M. 


wealth. He could have settled down 
to a comfortable life of pleasure. But 
instead of using the fortune for his 
personal benefit he sold all the per- 
sonal property and distributed the 
proceeds to the poor. The real estate 
he transferred to his uncle. Thus 
completely disengaged from the things 
of the world he joined the Third Or- 
der of St. Francis, put on the pil- 
grim’s garb and set out for Rome to 
visit the tombs of the apostles. 

But he was to experience several 
delays before he would reach his 
destination. When he arrived in 
Northern Italy (Acquapendente) in 
1315 he found that an epidemic had 
almost a strangle hold on the town. 
He didn’t by-pass the city as did 
many other pilgrims. 


“As Long As You Did It 
To My Brethren”’ 

Heré was a chance for Roch to put 
Christ’s teaching into practice, even 
if it meant endangering his own life. 
He went to the hospital which was 
filled with the plague-stricken and of- 
fered his service to the brothers. He 
also visited the sick in their homes, 
ministering to them as long as his 
physical strength would allow him. 
God rewarded this heroic charity by 
curing many of the sick by means of 
the sign of the Cross which Roch 
made over them. Only after the 
plague had abated did Roch continue 
on his way to Rome. There he found 
more of the plague and again he gave 
his all to relieving the needs of the 
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sick, often curing them with the sign 
of the Cross. After he had visited the 
Holy Places in Rome he began his 
return trip home. 


Rejected for Christ 

Again he met the plague in the 
cities along the way and each time 
he stayed to help the victims. Finally 
when he came to Placenza he him- 
self was stricken with the dread dis- 
ease, and was in need of help him- 
self, But in the very hospital where 
he had given his service freely and 
generously, where he had _ cured 
many, he was now looked upon as 
an intruder, an outsider who had no 
right to be helped. He had cured 
others but himself he could not cure. 
He had helped others but others had 
no time for him. So with the help 
of a staff he dragged himself out to 
the neighboring woods and _ there 
found a dilapidated straw hut for 
shelter. There he lay, grateful to God 
for the quiet lodging. But God would 
not forsake his heroic servant. He re- 
mained faithful to His promise and 
returned the kindness Roch had 
shown to the sick. Elias had once 
been fed bread by means of a raven. 
So now Roch was fed by means of 
a dog. And as soon as Roch recovered 
sufficiently he continued on his way 
home. 


Imprisoned as a Spy 

As he approached his native Mont- 
pellier, a furious war was raging and 
the soldiers thought him a spy and 
arrested him. They brought him be- 
fore the governor who was the uncle 
to whom Roch had given his estate. 
The governor however did not recog- 
nize his nephew and cast him into 
prison as a spy. Roch kept silence, 
leaving his defense to God. Because 
of the war he was almost completely 
forgotten and left in prison for five 
years till his death in 1327. 
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Acquitted After Death 


Before his death Roch asked for a 
priest to come to administer the Last 
Sacraments. As the priest entered the 
cell he noticed the prisoner surround- 
ed with special radiance. And immedi- 
ately after death a tablet appeared 
on the wall with the name of the 
prisoner and the prediction that all 
who invoked his intercession would 
be delivered from the plague. When 
the governor heard of these signs he 
came to the prison with his mother, 
to investigate. It was Roch’s grand- 
mother who identified him by the 
birthmark—a red cross’ on his breast. 
Veneration to the saint spread 
throughout Europe almost immedi- 
ately with the approval of the Popes. 
The feast of St. Roch is celebrated 
on August 17. 


Saints to Be Imitated 


When we finish reading the life of 
some saint we at least usually admire 
his (or her) heroic virtue. Here too, 
we cannot help but admire the heroic 
generosity of St. Roch in helping the 
sick. Nor can we overlook his pa- 
tience amid his own sufferings. But 
Saints are not given us merely for 
admiration. Our attention is called 
to their virtue that we might imitate 
them. 


A tender love for the sick is a heri- 
tage that we have from our Father 
St. Francis. The turning point in his 
life was the care and service he gave 
to the lepers. St. Bonaventure says of 
him, “Unto them that were afflicted 
with bodily sufferings of any sort he 
would condescend with marvelous 
tenderness and sympathy.” And in the 
Rule of the First Order St. Francis 
writes, “If any of them should fall 
into illness the other brothers should 
wait on them as they would wish to 
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be waited on themselves. For if a 
mother tends and loves her child in 
the flesh, with how much greater at- 
tention must anybody love and tend 
his brother in the spirit.” And to 
alleviate the needs of the sick he al- 
lows the superiors to have recourse to 
spiritual friends. 

This same spirit is echoed in the 
Rule of the Third Order, “Let the 
Officers either personally visit a sick 
member or send someone to perform 
this service of charity. In case of seri- 
ous illness, let them remind and urge 
the sick person to arrange in time 
the affairs of his soul.” This duty is 
specifically imposed on the officers; 
but that by no means absolves the rest 
of the members. To visit the sick is a 
corporal work of mercy and no one 
can be expected to perform these 
works of mercy more than the ter- 
tiary. 


Difficult Task? 

No two persons are alike, certainly 
not in time of sickness. Hence no 
definite pattern can be set down as 
workable in each and every case. 
Tact, prudence and_ consideration 
must combine for a_ successful sick 
call. Those who visit the sick must 
leave behind them a trail of sunshine 
and good cheer that will produce 
patience and resignation. Such a visit 
shouldn’t be merely a social call which 
sffords an opportunity to spread 
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gossip, scandal and peddle the latest 
news. True the visit shouldn’t be a 
somber prelude to the funeral, yet 
the religious element can never be 
completely overlooked. After all the 
religious motives are the only motives 
that can make suffering bearable— 
cheerfully. 


Charity Is not Limited 

It is true that the Rule mentions 
only that sick tertiaries must be vis- 
ited. Does this mean that a fraternity 
with no sick members is freed from 
this obligation completely? It is some- 
times said that a pastor is judged by 
the care he has for his sick parishion- 
ers. It may just as well be said that 
a fraternity can be judged by the love 
and care its members extend to the 
sick. Hence many fraternities have 
the practice of regularly visiting hos- 
pitals or homes for the aged. And 
these fraternities are always hearty 
and healthy. The aged often are more 
weighed down by the cross of loneli- 
ness than by the cross of physical 
handicap. A cheerful visit from the 
“younger generation” can do so much 
to break this spell of loneliness. St. 
Francis didn’t limit his charity to car- 
ing for his sick brethren only. He ex- 
tended his tender sympathy to all 
“that were afflicted with bodily suf- 
fering of any sort.” The tertiary who 
does likewise will be a worthy son of 
St. Francis. @ 


(Continued from page 256) 


Milwaukee (1952) solidified the past ten years and pointed out that mem- 


bers would have to pay from their common fund for a better central organ- 
ization, The tax was raised to 75 cents per capita to the Central organization. 


Let each delegate come to the convention in the spirit of the delegate who 
was sent to a Third Order convention back in 1289—“to accept wholeheart- 
edly” the approved Constitutions and “anything else the Pope might be 
pleased to ordain.” Let us come with a twofold intention: to gain in- 
spiration of the Poverello and to further orientate our organization to make 
it a better instrument in promoting the ideals and inspiration of St. Francis. 
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Tertiary Pen Profiles 


by Mark Hegener O.F.M. 


The Man at the Dike 


Ruys DE BEERENBROUCK 
1873 - 1936 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT was just 
elected for a second term in 1936 
when Ruys de Beerenbrouck, prime 
minister of Holland, died. On the 
chess board of politics a formidable 
foe had been eliminated. Puffy pup- 
pets continued their strut into de- 
struction: Stalin, Mussolini, Hitler. 
Amid the universal power politics of 
the day it was a refreshing summer’s 
breeze to find a modern prime minis- 
ter, head of the chamber of deputies, 
in the midst of the modern political 
corruption now become proverbial, 
being a man like St. Thomas More— 
or like St. Francis of Assisi! 

Ruys de Beerenbrouck was born in 
1873 of an ancient Catholic Dutch 
family. At thirty-two he began his 
political career when as a young law- 
yer he was elected deputy to the lower 
chamber of Holland, to represent the 
Catholic party. 

It is commonly acknowledged that 
Holland was the one country in Eu- 
rope that was not shaken to its foun- 
dations by the backwash of World 
War I and the political upheavals 
that followed in almost every other 
country of Europe. What saved Hol- 
land from erupting? It is common 
knowledge that Ruys de Beerenbrouck 
became prime minister of Holland 
at the age of forty-four in 1917—right 
before the War’s ending. He was the 
first Catholic to hold that position, 
and he held it three times in his life 
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time. He held cabinet positions until 
his death, 

When the Marxist philosophy was 
on the ascendency after World War I, 
Ruys was at the helm of Holland’s 
government. A firm character, com- 
bining firmness and justice with a 
rare and disarming modesty and gen- 
iality, he had no trouble putting his 
finger into Holland’s proverbial dike 
and standing pat: ‘“Holland’s govern- 
ment yields nothing!” 

His success lay simply in the fact 
that he understood that politics was 
service—and a means to serve Christ 
in his fellowmen. Not for his own 
agerandizement. Even non-Catholic 
sources said of him: “Ruys did not 
find it in him to separate the service 
of country from the service of Jesus 
Christ. Christ was his king and_ his 
lord.”? “He did all he did in the light 
of eternity.” “Severe with himself, he 
was gentle with others.” “He was a 
man of prayer and a man of action. 
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He lived the life of a lay apostle for 
all the world to see.” 

No wonder the saying gained cur- 
rency in Holland in his own life- 
time: “Ruys is at the helm—God is 
with the Netherlands.” 

What bothers most Catholics about 
Catholic politicians is that too often 
they are indistinguishable in the 
crowd. Rarely is a best foot put for- 
ward even when it means sometimes 
putting one’s foot into it! There are 
times when it is disgraceful to pussy- 
foot a problem, like a cat on a hot 
tin roof. Ruys never pussyfooted on 
his religious convictions. He entered 
politics as a Catholic, heading the 
party later on. He gave the impulse 
which led to the holding of annual 
Catholic national assemblies. Hol- 
land’s chief Catholic charitable or- 
ganization was founded by Ruys. Co- 
operating with a saintly tertiary priest, 
Mser. Ariens, he founded the national 
total abstinence crusade. He was -also 
one of the chief promoters of the first 
lay retreat house established in Hol- 
land, 

Votes meant nothing to him; prin- 
ciple meant everything. A rare speci- 
men: a politician who was a thor- 
ough-going Christian! 

He.was an extremely charitable 
man in thought and in almsgiving. 
Though a wealthy man, he refused 
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to indulge. in luxuries. He neither 
smoked, nor drank, nor kept an auto, 
nor stables, nor the collections which 
politico hobbyists indulge in. 

His hobby was paying the way of 
poor sick people to Lourdes. All his 
surplus went to charitable, social and 
cultural enterprises. The usual condi- 
tion of his alms was that the benefi- 
ciary should say nothing about it. 

“Ruys was not at the railing today 
—he must be out of town.” So regu- 
lar was he at daily Mass and Com- 
munion that the test of out-of-town 
was unfailing. 

In an article on the Third Order 
and class warfare he once wrote: 

“As Catholics we are deeply con- 
scious that religion alone can effect 
a radical reformation. Only in the 
measure that the Christian religion 
forms the basis of mutual relations 
between the nations, the classes and 
individuals, can a new social order 
of peace and charity be built up. If 
we wish to work effectively toward 
this end, we simply cannot leave out 
of consideration the great means 
pointed out by Leo XIII-—the Third 
Order.” 

The statement leaves no room for 
conjecture as to wherein he himself 
sought the strength and the spirit 
that characterized and imbued his 
life. 


David and Goliath 


“His LITTLE EXCELLENCY” was 
the name given to Ludwig Windt- 
horst by the members of the Catholic 
Center Party of Germany during the 
reign of the Iron Chancellor Otto 
von Bismarck. Windthorst was the 
dynamite that came in a small pack- 
age. Physically unassuming, he had 
a backbone of steel coupled with a 
lightening-quick mind that could 
parry and thrust the on-rushing 
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might of a Bismarck with the skill 
that finally subdued the Iron Chan- 
cellor. 


Ludwig Windthorst was born in 
1812 on a farm near Osnabruck, Han- 
over, Germany. At seventeen Ludwig 
was sent to the house of a relative, 
one of the cathedral clergy, to be 
educated. Later he was sent to the 
University of Heidelberg to study law. 


After the Austro-Prussian war and 
the annexation of Hanover to Prussia, 
it was Windthorst who was chosen to 
conduct negotiations with Prince Bis- 
marck on behalf of King George, the 
Hanoverian king. 

Three years after the close ‘of the 
war came Windthorst’s “hand to hand 
contest with the imperial chancellor, 
in that memorable political strife 
which lasted for twenty years, when 
Bismarck was obliged to retire dis- 
comfited from the field.” This was 
the struggle known as the Kultur- 
kampf. By 1867 he was a member 
both of the Reichstag and of the 
Prussian Landtag. His natural leader- 
ship led to the forming of the Center 
Party though he did not found it per- 
sonally nor did he at once assume its 


leadership. 


His natural smallness made him a 
target for many shafts of ridicule, but 
that he was able to hold his own is 
seen in his ready answer to one of 
the boys who said to him one day, 
“Come here and let me put you into 
my pocket.” “It’s a pity you can’t 
put me into your head,” said Ludwig, 
“it would not be quite so empty.” 


His private life was edifying. His 
tastes were simple and few; and when 
his friends wanted to raise money to 
give him an estate, he begged them 
to use the money instead for the 
Church of the Blessed Virgin in Han- 
over. As a member of the Third Or- 
der of St. Francis, he practiced the 
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spirit of poverty and moderation 
though he had to associate continually 
with ranking heads of government 
and states. 


The great desire of his life was to 
secure evenhanded justice for Cath- 
olics and Protestants. One of his ablest 
speeches ended thus: “God grant that 
I may live to see Protestants and Cath- 
olics placed on the same footing, the 
status quo ante restored. Then my 
task will be done and I shall die con- 
tents 


In August of 1890 the Conference 
of Catholics was held in Coblenz. 
Windhorst was then aged, almost 
blind, and very weak. Nevertheless he 
came to address the crowd: “Whether 
it will be permitted to me to stand 
among you next year, God only 
knows, Should it not be his will, I 
beg your prayers and kindly remem- 
brance.” 


On Tuesday, March 16, 1891, he 
made his last appearance in the 
House. He was soon after stricken 
and received the last sacraments while 
he prayed “Jesus for thee I live, Jesus 
for thee I die, Jesus, thine am I in 
life and in death.” He was honored 
in death by one of the oldest mem- 
bers of the Center Party described 
Windthorst’s life as a “glorious mar- 
tyrdom.” 


“He was roughly cut short in one 
of the most henorable careers; in par- 
liament he was for twenty years the 
object of the blackest calumnies, the 
most implacable hate, the most un- 
worthy prosecutions; a devout Cath- 
olic, he felt in his own heart the cruel 
stabs aimed at the heart of our Holy 
Mother the Church; a party leader, 
he had to maintain in perfect union, 
at the price of personal sacrifices 
known only to God, elements most 


(See page 286) 
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Franciscan Italy 


by Mark Hegener O.F.M. 


THE LITTLE TOWN of Cannara is in the western part of 
the Umbrian valley. Once Francis preached here with 
such eloquence and force that many of the people 
wanted to leave house and home and follow him at 
once. But he told them: “Not so fast. Stay where you 
are! I will devise some other kind of plan for the 
salvation of your souls.” That is when the idea of the 
Third Order for people living in the world dawned 
on Francis and began to take shape in his mind (Fio- 
retti, 16). The beginnings of the Third Order were 
here in Cannara. To the left of the Church, dedicated 
to Mary of the Happy Death, is a tablet stating that 
in May 1221 the Blessed Lucius Modestinus was the 
first tertiary (in this district), to be clothed here with 
the habit of the Third Order of Penance by St. Fran- 
cis himself. Opposite the church site of the old 
Franciscan hospice (Casa Majolica); visitors are 
shown a bare little room where Francis rested when 
preaching in the Cannara area. 


CANNARA: BEGINNING OF THE THIRD ORDER 
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SERMON TO THE Birps: BEVAGNA 


THE FAMOUS SERMON to the birds took place in the 
western part of the valley of Umbria also, north of 
Bevagna, marked now with a little chapel standing 
out in the middle of the fields. As Francis was going 
through here one day he saw a huge flock of birds. 
He went up to them and told them to listen to the 
word of God, and began to preach: “My sisters the 
birds! You must praise God a great deal and love 
him too. He gave you feathers for your vesture and 
wings to fly and everything for which you have need. 
Of all God’s creatures you are very distinguished for 
he built your homes in the clean fresh air. Besides, 
you neither have to sow nor reap, and yet he protects 
you and cares for you so that you never have to be 
troubled about anything.” Then the birds chattered 
and twittered with joy, stretched out their necks, 
spread their wings and showed that they trusted 
Francis. He blessed them and gave them permission 


to fly away (I Celano, 58). © 
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Conference on Tertiary Duties 


Seeing God 


‘ 

be ‘SPIRIT OF chastity that you 
are obliged to practice as a tertiary 
is of the utmost importance for your- 
self and the world at large. Our 
greatest rea! fear today is not the 
atomb bomb or the hydrogen bomb. 
It is rather very truly the sex bomb, 
immorality. This is the vicious giant 
that perverts the beauty of human 
nature and vilifies all human life. 


Hence you have an added obliga- 
tion today to live in the spirit of 
chastity demanded by your rule. Your 
tertiarism must lead you to be active 
in the apostolate of the spirit of 
chastity. You must recognize it as an 
essential apostolate for yourself that 
you might do all in your power to 
foster a chaste generation. Christ has 
said: “Blessed are the clean of heart, 
for they shall see God” (Mt. 5, 8). 
The more chaste you are the better 
you can perceive God and lead the 
world to him. 


1. UNDERSTANDING THE SPIRIT OF 
CHASTITY 


Observance of the spirit of chastity 
consists in this that you refrain from 
indulgence of the flesh not in keep- 
ing with your state in life, and that 
you do all in your power to foster the 
virtue of purity. Hence it implies 
moderation in all the pleasures of 
the body. The pleasures of the body 
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are so intimately bound together that 
excesses in any form will frequently 
lead to sins against the virtue of 
chastity. 

As a Catholic you are already 
pledged to avoid all impure desires, 
talk, looks, touches, conscious over~ 
indulgence in eating and drinking, 
too much rest, comfort and the like. 
As a tertiary you are called upon to 
do more. You are asked to practice 
extra acts of self-denial, abstinence 
and fasting. 

The purpose and motive of this 
evangelical counsel is to preserve your 
body, the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
unsullied. “This is the will of God, 
your sanctification; that you abstain 
from immorality; that every one of 
you learn how to possess his vessel 
in holiness and honor” (I Thess. 4, 
3-4). 

This naturally demands first of all 
that you do all you can to avoid sin- 
ning in any way. Sin of any nature 
tends to cloud your understanding 
and weaken your will. Sin pulls you 
away from God and you see less clear- 
ly what is for your good. Constant 
rejection of the voice of your con- 
science even in small matters makes 
it more difficult for you to recog- 
nize the difference between right and 
wrong. Spiritual blindness sets in, and 
grows as your condition weakens. At 
the same time you lose a true appre- 
ciation of God and virtue. 
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You no doubt have noticed this 
tendency within yourself regarding 
any ideal you had. The ideal to be 
a good student, a conscientious em- 
ployee, a sacrificing married partner, 
and the like, all begin to disappear 
as you are influenced by others and 
allow yourself at first indifferent 
liberties and then sinful ones. Old 
human nature seeks any excuse to 
escape sacrifice and constant effort. 
You might readily think you are do- 
ing so much more than others, and 
have a right to just taper off. Your 
young desire to be the best employee, 
to make your marriage truly success- 
ful gets away from you. You might 
even think now, you were foolish or 
fool-hearty to place your ideals so 
high. 


If you allow this old pattern to 
close in upon you, you are bound to 
fail and sin. Saints are saints because 
they refused to be swallowed up in 
this wordly pattern. They clung te- 
naciously to the best and wanted the 
best for themselves and others. It is 
only with the same attitude in mind 
and heart that you can hope to live 
in the spirit of chastity and promote 
it in the world. 


2. MEETING THE CHALLENGE 


Yes, the spirit of chastity presents 
you squarely with a challenge. You 
cannot be a weak sister. It demands 
real mettle, and much help from the 
Holy Spirit in the line of grace. 


To draw the necessary grace upon 
yourself, you must have deep humil- 
ity. Humility and chastity are twins 
that cannot live without each other. 
Without humility all purity is with- 
out value and as nothing. Chastity 
will soon suffer shipwreck after hu- 
mility disappears. St. Augustine 
wrote: “Humility is the stronghold 
behind whose walls endangered and 
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fragile chastity is safe.” St. Bernard 
asks the following vital question and 
answers it: “Why have many Chris- 
tians who, in spite of strong tempta- 
tions, lived a chaste life in youth, 
later fallen into great sin of impur- 
ity? The reason is that in their youth 
they were humble and lived in whole- 
some fear. Because they saw them- 
selves almost daily in danger of fall- 
ing, they had recourse to God, who 
always came to their rescue. But long 
perseverance in chastity puffed them 
up, and they put too great confidence 
in their own strength. Hence God 
withdrew his hand which had guided 
them.’ But once having returned to 
their own weakness, they were un- 
able to resist temptations and thus 
they fell’ Pride has terrible punish- 
ments, and one of them is horrible 
falls into shameful impure acts. 


The humble recognition of your 
inability to resist temptations with 
your own strength will and should 
sensibly turn you to pray. You realize 
you must cling to God. In scripture 
the wise man says: “As I knew that 
I could not otherwise be continent, 
except God gave it, .. . I went to the 
Lord and besought him” (Wisd. 8, 
21). Prayer is indispensable to a spirit 
of chastity. St. Augustine admitted 
this openly: “I thought that con- 
tinence was a matter of my own 
strength, and yet I was not aware 
of such strength in me. In my fool- 
ishness I did not know it was written 
that no one can be continent unless 
God gives the grace to him. Thou 
wouldst have given it to me had I 
implored thee and in strong faith 
sought they help.” Sincere persever- 
ance in your Tertiary Office will be 
a great aid to you. Your office is an 
official, public prayer of the Church, 
and hence of much more efficacy 
than any private prayer. 

(See page 287) 
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I ordinarily don’t approve of writers who 
write about themselves, who write prefaces, 
or who use the same subject matter tivice 
in three months. This time, however, all 


three are necessary. 


Gratitude at Graduation 
by Geraldine Liss, Tertiary 


3 ust LOOK FoR the head that’s 
the highest. That’ll be her.” And they 
were right. My head was the highest, 
and they saw me as I walked across 
the stage. 

The largest Catholic university in 
the country is about to graduate the 
largest class in its history. I am one 
of the 1230 black-capped-and-gowned 
students grouped in the basement of 
the city auditorium. We were here 
yesterday for Baccalaureate. Today it 
is Commencement. We are distin- 
guished, one school from another, 
only by the color of the silk tassels 
swinging from our mortarboards. 


I cannot help it when my thoughts 
plunge backward pell-mell. I know 
everyone else is doing the same. I see 
my roommate in her master’s hood, 
standing next to my French friend 
from Naples. Pll never see him again. 
I see Pete in his green hood. First a 
B.S. Then an M.S. And now, his 
M.D, I’ve never seen him swing so 
fast on his crutches, as now when he 
goes to say good-bye to one of the 
profs. 


Tom and Lois are up ahead. To- 
day they get B.S. degrees. Tomorrow 
they will be married. All the seniors 
from my dorm are clinging together. 
We had a lot of fun, some grief, but 
I couldn’t have had a greater bunch 
of girls, 


Six years ago I came to the cam- 


pus. I was a scared freshman who 
had a duty to go to college, but no 
right. Claire, Rose, Sally and I all 
sat stiffly at the first orientation lec- 
ture listening to the dean give aca- 
demic advice. We were used to an all- 
girl academy. Now we were outnum- 
bered #0: tof: 

He said two things I remember. 
“Memorize this bulletin. Know the 
requirements. We swear by it.” I 
found out a half-hour later that 
everyone else swears at it. “Look 
around you. Only one of three will 
get a degree.” I put my money on 
Rose. I looked around me now. Rose 
had lasted a year, then work, then 
marriage. Sally had lasted two years. 
Then the cloister. Claire was putting 
on her master’s hood. She had _ her 
B.S. two years ago. And, yes, finally 
I too, would have mine. 


The faculty was impatient to begin. 
I saw the physics prof who had sworn 
at the bulletin the first time I regis- 
tered, I saw the dashing young Eng- 
lish prof who opened class with, “You 
all know who I am. Only one thing 
before we begin. God alone gets an 
‘A? in my courses.” I laughed inside. 
I still had the term paper at home 
which disproves the statement. 


He was with the prof who had 
waived a final exam for me because 
one of the girls in my dorm became 
ill the night before, and I was up with 
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ver. My favorite French teacher nod- 
sd. No doubt he was remembering 
yur Class. It was his first semester on 
sampus. It was a sharp class. And he 
was forced to give 13 A’s to these 
3) students. He’s never recovered. 


I glanced back at the med section. 
There were four women graduating. 
Three of them are my good friends. 
Next year I should have been in their 
obes. But that will not be. 


The processional was beginning. 
The head of the math department 
was at the organ. I couldn’t count 
the things that man had done for me. 
‘So, you’re a math major because 
itt is a challenge, and because you 
want to learn to think logically. Well, 
that’s a good enough reason.” And 
later. . . “You will not take 18 hours 
next semester. Want to fall apart?” 
And then there was the “F.” I sup- 
pose the best thing that can happen 
to a good student is to get an “F” 
sometime in college. It shakes you. It 
humbles you. It makes you into a 
better student. It’s sort of like com- 
mitting a sin you didn’t think you 
were capable of committing. And 
then you want to sit like Peter and 
cry, but you know it won’t do any 
ood. 


I got the “F” in math. The prof 
who gave it was a few feet away from 
me. The head called me in after he 
found out. I thought it was the end. 
But it was the beginning. I began 
reaching in the department because 
they needed a good remedial teacher. 


I could see the organ as I walked 
n. A priest-counselor was watching. 
[ had used the box of Kleenex in 
his office well. Especially when I 
cnew I couldn’t come back. I learned 
Jevotion to the Sacred Heart from 
aim. I wonder how many times God 
chose him as the channel for the 
zraces I received. 
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I wondered the same about other 
priest faculty members. The theology 
prof that gave me a minus 4 on a 
penance quiz, and I had been sacra- 
mentally educated for 12 years. The 
director of the Catholic Information 
Center who treats his friends like God 
treats His saints, on the theory that 
gold must be tried by fire. And I 
wonder if I could count the times he 
said, “Girl, you haven’t eaten today. 
Here’s five. Pay me later.” 


The important personages were on 
stage. The dean of women looked 
exactly like a dean should look. I re- 
member the office, the discussions, 
the meetings, the effort put forth by 
the dean and her counselors to help a 
girl. [ll never forget how great it is 
to be a dorm counselor. either. 


I'll never forget the vice-president 
of student affairs who said that stu- 
dents must be stood on their own 
two feet, or the university treasurer 
who looked at me sternly the last time 
I tried to borrow money. “Don’t tell 
me you’re going to try it again!” 

“Father, I hope you don’t think 
I’m going to quit now!” And he gave 
me the loan. I wonder if he knows 
how grateful a student is who has re- 
ceived four scholarships. If he ever 
looked at my face he should. 

The commencement marshall was 
my education prof the summer I con- 
currently had face surgery and a 
scalded hand. “How are you today, 
my dear?” 

“Fine, thank you, Doctor.” 

“That’s good. Every time I look at 
you you’re bandaged up in a different 
place.” 

The speaker was through. It was 
time to award degrees. The ROTC’s 
were taking the oath, among them 
some of my students who had left 

(See page 288) 
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Virtues of St. Francis 


“The Quality of Mercy...” 


1. THE LITTLE boy next door breaks 
his trombone and I sit down and cry 
with him, I am being compassionate. 
If I fix the instrument for him, I am 
merciful. (Perhaps some will say I am 
insane.) Compassion and mercy are 
two different things. It is good to ex- 
ercise both but it is instructive to 
know the difference. 

Compassion presupposes some form 
of equality. I share the same sorrow 
as my neighbor. I “suffer-with.” I 
enter into his suffering and it becomes 
my own. We have something in com- 
mon. Mercy, on the other hand, sug- 
gests a two level relationship. One 
person is in a position of need; the 
other is in a position of advantage. 
One person is relatively “inferior’— 
economically, socially, spiritually; the 
other is “superior,” in a position to 
help. There is misery on the part of 
one and mercy on the part of the 
other. Mercy bends to aid misery. A 
holy condescension. Motivated by 
merciful love. For an exercise of true 
mercy the one in need cannot have 
a “claim” on the other. This would 
be an exercise of justice. A man is 
merciful when he extends his hand to 
the wretched one who has no right 
to his aid. More often the merciful 
person has some claim on the weak 
one, some valid right he might exact 
but chooses not to do so. 

1. Mercy is principally exercised in 
two ways. First, as mentioned, by waiv- 
ing a claim on another. Someone owes 
us something—a service, recognition, 
an apology. We dismiss it. We do not 
press the claim. We relieve the dis- 
comfort the other experiences in meet- 
ing his obligation. We are merciful. 


by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


Occasions for exercising mercy in 
this way are plentiful. We are a per- 
son in authority, we possess some dis- 
tinction, and therefore we have a 
right to respect. The other for pecu- 
liar personality reasons cannot bring 
himself to “recognize” us. We pass 
over it. People we have helped finan- 
cially, with advice, with personal risk, 
now find it embarrassing to recall this 
past dependence. By our manner we 
give them to understand we require 
no subtle acknowledgments of indebt- 
edness. The incident is closed and 
forgotten. A helpless fat man_jostles 
us on a crowded bus, a harrassed 
mother next to us allows her child to 
infringe on our half of the seat, an 
exhausted working man falls asleep 
and nods on our shoulder, someone 
doesn’t get to his handkerchief im 
time—all occasions for being merci- 
fully unaware. 

Before deciding to waive a valid 
right, however, we must take into 
consideration the person’s overall 
good, the good of society. If by not 
insisting on our right we confirm the 
other in bad habits, we certainly are 
not acting charitably. Objectively 
speaking, this is not mercy. Parents 
and superiors are often in this posi- 
tion. Some people cannot cause dis- 
comfiture to others, not because they 
are essentially merciful but because 
they cannot bear to lose a friend 
Maybe they are cowards. They are s¢ 
unsure of themselves, their self-valuc 
is so dependent on the opinion of 
others that they cannot bring them. 
selves to alienate another even fot 
the most just and necessary reasons 
This is not strength. It is the mos 
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pitiable weakness. There are certain 
positions and offices in society which 
must be upheld, and it is not for us 
to waive obligations at will. But within 
bounds we do have some discretion. 

Then there are undisciplined peo- 
ple who lack objectivity and the long- 
range view. They cannot stand still 
in the presence of suffering. They are 
under compulsion to relieve the im- 
mediate situation even though this 
present pain may be necessary for a 
permanent cure or to serve some 
higher purpose. They are the parents 
who tell Johnny he doesn’t have to 
take that nasty medicine “if he doesn’t 
like it.” They are the ones who “spare 
the rod and spoil the child.” They 
pour a drink for the A.A. whose 
total abstinence seems so “cruel.” 

There are different ways of waiv- 
ng a claim. The truly merciful person 
s at pains not to impress his debtor 
with his inferior position. In dismiss- 
ng the debt, of whatever nature it 
night be, he does not use the dis- 
nissal solely as a means of calling 
uttention to the debt. When he erases 
he inequality, he does so as though 
1e were oblivious to any inequality 
n the first place. 

Some people love to “forgive.” 
They relish being in a position to for- 
sive, to condescend. It assures them 
yf their superior position. They never 
nsist on payment of their claims. ‘They 
lon’t want their claims satisfied. They 
vant people to remain perpetually in 
heir debt. A very pathetic way of 
\cquiring self-importance. They are 
he people who very ostentatiously 
nd with a condoning smile move over 
or the mother with the squirming 
hild on the subway. They let every- 
me know that from the bottom of 
heir heart they forgive this mother’s 
ncroachment on their rights as citi- 
ens of this fair city. This is not mercy. 

2. The second area for the exercise 
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of mercy is the many in distress who 
have no special claim on us or we on 
them, The poor down the street. The 
many worried people about us daily. 
The social misfits. The large anony- 
mous mass of unassimilated peoples 
in Our Own culture and the suffering 
millions abroad. There are people who 
have a greatly developed sense of jus- 
tice, of “oughtness.” They will take 
care of their families with utmost 
conscientiousness. They will fulfill re- 
sponsibilities most exactly toward any- 
one they have a well defined duty to 
care for. But they are left unmoved 


_ by the plight of those who “have no 


claim on me.” They may express re- 
gret that these are faring ill, but after 
all, “It’s not my business.” There is 
no merciful warmth in. them. They 
are stunted Christians. They respond 
only to the call of law and _ justice. 
They are quite content with them- 
selves. If only the whole world would 
look to itself the way they do, there 
would be no more begging and alms- 
giving. And the world would be a 
very cold place. 

All our recollections of St. Francis 
remind us of his merciful way of 
treating with fellow humans. Misery 
in any form wrung his tender heart. 
And he had a way of bending to aid 
without one’s being aware of conde- 
scension. He had a way of making 
people feel they were doing him a 
kindness by allowing his service. No 
one ever felt inferior in Francis’ pres- 
ence. He commanded his superiors in 
the Order to treat with their subjects 
in such wise as to make the subjects 
feel that the superiors were their 
servants, as truly it ought to be. For 
why ought not a man of any condition 
in life be merciful? No matter how 
powerful and influential we be in this 
human sphere, we all live hourly by 
the condescension of a merciful God. 

® 
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Apostolic Sanctity in the World, edited by 
Joseph Haley C.S.C., Notre Dame Press, 
$3.95. 

Since 1947 when Pope Pius XII issued 
his Apostolic Constitution Provida Mater 
Ecclesia which gave canonical status to 
Secular Institutes, there has been a grow- 
ing interest in this movement in the 
Church. This interest took on a more or 
less organized form in 1949. Conferences 
were held in the various regions of the 
United States and the movement began 
to jell. The present thinking on the sub- 
ject in the United States and Canada has 
been gathered in this one volume. It con- 
tains the proceedings of the various con- 
ferences held from 1952 to 1956. Selected 
papers from these meetings, reports on the 
various groups existing or in the process 
of coming into being in the United States 
and Canada, basic Church documents re- 
garding Secular Institutes and an exhaus- 
tive bibliography have been incorporated. 
The book is divided into five sections: The 
Christian in the World (Incidentally this 
section contains a reprint of Fr. Stephen 
Hartdegen’s article which appeared in the 
FRANCISCAN HerAtp & Forum August 
1956 and also an article on the Counsels 
and Perfection by Fr. Albert Nimeth), 
Total Dedication in the World, Secular 
Institutes in the Church, Church Docu- 
mentation, and Societies of the Life of 
Total Dedication. ‘There is no question 
about the authoritative character of this 
book. It signals a milestone in the history 
of a movement that is destined to work 
wonders for the Kingdom of God. We do 
not hesitate to recommend this book to all 
directors and Third Order members. ®@ 


The Walled Garden, Hugh R. Williamson, 
Macmillan, $4.00. 


The story of a conversion is always of 
interest. ‘Io be invited to share the think- 
ing, the worries, the doubts and the final 
triumph is a rewarding experience. In this 
book the author takes us back to his boy- 
hood at Manse in England where he was 
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reared in an atmosphere dominated by a 
grandfather and a father who were Prot- 
estant ministers. Naturally, it was assumed 
that he would follow in their footsteps. 
Instead, he entered the theatrical, literary 
and political fields and proved quite adept 
in each. In 1943 Mr. Williamson became 
an Anglican clergyman and achieved some 
fame as a theologian and preacher. After 
his submission to Rome in 1955 he writes: 
“T have been a Catholic less than sm 
months and already it is difficult to un- 
derstand why I did not submit thirty- 
eight years ago.” He concludes: ‘It has 
become clearer than ever to me that the 
‘gift of faith’ is, indeed, a gift dispensed 
by the mercy of God and in no way at- 
tainable by any intellectual process.” All 
the more reason why those of us who have 
the fulness of truth should pray for soul 
groping in the darkness. © 


Rafael, Cardinal Merry del Val, Marie CG 
Buehrle, Bruce, $3.95. 


The life of Cardinal Merry del Val i: 
intimately bound up with the history of 
the papacy. Cardinal Merry became very) 
close to Pope Leo XIII and Pope St. Pius 
X with whom he worked on famous re- 
forms and crucial modern problems, as 
Secretary of State. It is remarkable tha 
even before he was ordained, Rafael wa: 
singled out for work at the Vatican. He 
was a monsignor before he was a_pries' 
and a Cardinal before he was forty. Lec 
XIII insisted that he go to the Academiz 
which, since its founding in the eighteenth 
century, trained priests for ecclesiastica 
diplomatic service. Here he was in % 
unique position—the only unordained stu 
dent in the school. Advancement in the 
diplomatic corps came rapidly, and it wa 
his task to guide the Church through som 
trying years. In spite of his serious re 
sponsib‘lities, Rafael never lost his sens 
of humor and his relish for a good joke 
This may be accounted for by the fac 
that he organized a club for boys in Traste 
vere, a rough quarter in Rome, and neve 


FORUNA 


missed a single day visiting the group. A 
great man who knew how to remain small. 
In recent years the sanctity of the Cardinal 
is becoming better known. It is merely 
hinted at in the book. The author en- 
hances the volume by giving many direct 
quotations of people she had interviewed 
in her research. She handles her material 
adroitly and give us a sparkling biography. 

@ 


I Remember Flores, Capt. T. Sato and 
Mark Tennien M.M., Farrar, Straus & 
Cudahy, $3.00. 


Maryknoll Mark Tennien was visiting 
Flores in his work as editor and writer 
when he heard of Captain Sato. He found 
the retired naval officer in Fujisawa, Ja- 
pan. Together they prepared thesé me- 
moirs. The setting is the Flores Island of 
Dutch East Indies. Captain Sato, an open- 
minded pagan was given charge of the 
naval outpost on this island. Immediately, 
ne came in contact with the Catholic at- 
mosphere of the island. Disregarding the 
niased counsel of his advisers he came to 
see firsthand the influence for good ex- 
srted by the missionaries. His admiration 
oon turned to love and when the for- 
unes of war removed him to other posts; 
uis thoughts frequently went back to the 
ich experience of Flores Island. The grace 
of Providence at work, he was soon blessed 
vith the same faith he admired so much 
yn the Flores Island. The ways of God 
ire inscrutable. It is interesting to note 
hat the bishops of Nagasaki and Hiro- 
hima, at the time of the atomic bomb- 
ngs of these cities, were on or near Flores 
sland doing special work in the vineyard 
f the Lord. @ 


sending the Twig, Augustan G. Rudd, 
Hermitage Foundation, $3.95. 


Many thinking people are acutely con- 
erned about educational trends in this 
ountry. In spite of all the money appro- 
riated for the purpose, the results are not 
yrthcoming. We can brag all we want 
bout our wonderful school system, but 
hen put to the simple test suggested by 
1e biblical quotation “‘by their fruits you 
1all know them,” we are not so sure our 
ragging is justified. Judging from their 
uits, Major (Retired) Augustan Rudd in- 
icts our school system for betraying a 
ust. He maintains that this betrayal is 
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so shocking that it jeopardizes our nation- 
al security. His study reveals that during 
the past 30 years a revolution in educa- 
tion has taken place without the knowl- 
edge or consent of the great majority of 
people, and it is not a revolution that 
spells progress even though it bears the 
name “progressive education.” In reality 
it is a retrogression. There is a stupid ig- 
noring of the experience of generations. 
The result is this New Education has 
failed miserably in its task of providing 
the basic tools of learning. Do you wonder 
why Johnny can’t read, or write or spell 
or addP—Read Bending the Twig and 
then see if you can be so complacent about 
an abominable situation. Do you know 
that many American aviators were killed 
in the last war just because they could not 
do simple fifth-grade (old school) arith- 
metic? We suggest that every parent read 
this book and then recall “the primary 
responsibility for a child’s education rests 
not with the state but with the parent.” 
Maybe this book will make enough par- 
ents sufficiently mad to want to do some- 
thing about the matter. @ 


Into Our Keeping, John Patrick Gillese, 
Franciscan Printery, 20 cents. 


Just how are children to be raised? 
That is the question that plagues every 
new parent. There is no doubt about the 
sincerity of parents. What so many lack 
is the “know-how” begotten of experience. 
Mr. Gillese, the father of five children, 
shares his experience in this pamphlet. He 
makes it clear that raising children is a 
vocation and that it is work. To illustrate 
this point he often uses his own children 
as examples. The author maintains that 
it is a lot easier to raise children to be 
one’s pride and joy than to raise them 
to be delinquents. He indicates how to 
detect and develop assets; and how to 
discover and eliminate liabilities in a child. 
The three P’s of parenthood, he tells us, 
are Patience, Perseverance and Prayer. 
This pamphlet is not a guidance plan but 
an attempt, and a very good one, to de- 
velop a “philosophy for child training in 
the home.” Parents who have been gorg- 
ing themselves on Child Psychology books 
might begin to understand some of that 
“high-falutin” jargon by reading this 
pamphlet. It is that good! ® 
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Race and Grace While the “segregation’ 
and: “integration” battles are being fought 
in neighboring state of Virginia, a pontifi- 
eal Mass commemorating the 150th anni- 
versary of the canonization of St. Benedict 
the Moor, first Negro declared a saint by 
full canonical process, was offered at the 
Franciscan Monastery, Washington, D. C. 
Archbishop Patrick O’Boyle offered the 
Mass. Present for the Mass was Edward 
A. McCabe, personal representative of 
President Eisenhower, and Senator James 
E. Murray of Montana, Six Ambassadors 
and 25 other members of the diplomatic 
corps also attended, including a represent- 
ative of the new republic of Ghana, West 
Africa. The Franciscan clerics of Holy 
Name College, Washington, D. C., have 
been very active during the past five years 
in promoting devotion to St. Benedict the 
Moor. A periodical is published by them 
and is available to those requesting it. 
Benedict was born of Ethiopian slave par- 
ents’ who were owned by a rich man of 
Sicily,- Italy in 1526. After joining the 
Franciscan Order, Benedict was. so es- 
teemed. by the- friars. for his humility and 
wisdom that he was elected Guardian of 
St.. Mary of Jesus convent in 1578. Later 
he was made master of novices. Back again 
to the kitchen after several years—to his 
great joy. But now his fame as a miracle 
worker began to spread abroad. When he 
died on April 4, 1589, his fame spread 
through the whole of Latin and Latin- 
American countries: Italy, Spain, Portu- 
gal, Brazil, Mexico and Peru. He was 
beatified by Benedict XIV in 1743 and 
canonized by Pius VII on May 24, 1807. 
Here is a saint whose holy life can be 
held up for imitation; and also the atti- 
tude of the Franciscan Order to what was 
never thought of as a “colored question” 
can be held up for imitation to those who 
have an imbedded Nazi: philosophy. of a 
superior “white race.” Has the superior 


race which we fought in World War I] 
come back to gnaw at the vital democratic- 
christian ideals of the victors? Pamphlet 
(5c) available from Franciscan Herald 
Press. @ 


Pilgrimage to Guadalupe Shrine is being 
sponsored by the Third Order Fraternity 
of Dallas, Texas, August 3-18 with Mrs 
Margaret Adams as Tour Director and 
Catherine Schwane as Hostess. Fr. Robert 
Schwane C.M. will accompany the tour 
Members of the tour will make a public 
triduum in honor of the Assumption of 
our Blessed Mother at the Guadalupe 
Shrine, Mexico City. This is the ancient 
shrine and devotion which began in 1531 
when Our Lady appeared to Juan Diego 
an Indian, and left her image on his tilma 
which was first shown to Franciscan Bishor 
Juan Zumarraga—the first Bishop ol 
Mexico. Cost of the complete tour pe! 
person is $174.76. This price includes 15 
nights hotel accommodations, twin-beddec 
rooms with bath; 16 day Motor Coach via 
Greyhound air-condition in U. S., De 
Norte in Mexico, also includes 7 meal: 
while enroute and all sightseeing. Reserva 
tion may be made with $25.00 deposit by 
writing or wiring Mrs. Margaret Adams 
3010 Elizabeth Street, Dallas 4, Texas 
Phone: LAkeside 1-4774. @ 
Franciscan Educational Conference: The 
Thirty-Eighth Annual meeting of the Fran 
ciscan Educational Conference will be helc 
at Our Lady Queen of Angels Retrea' 
House, Saginaw, Michigan, August 20-22 
1957. Topic for the meeting hosted by the 
Capuchin Fathers of St. Joseph (Detroit) 
Province is the far reaching ‘Toward < 
Franciscan Theological Synthesis.” Se 
bastian F. Micklas O.F.M. Cap., secretary 
of the Conference, announced the meet 
ing and indicated the various sessions anc 
topics to be discussed during the thre¢ 
day session. Under the chairmanship 0 
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Fr. Maurice Grajewski O.F.M. who was 
elected as President of the Conference last 
year, the Franciscan Educational Confer- 
ence is unique as an institution which has 
consistently contributed a valuable volume 
to Franciscan thought and aided Francis- 
can education for the past. thirty-eight 
years. Last year Franciscan Herald Press, 
at the request of the Conference, took over 
the distribution of the Conference Re- 
ports. Back numbers are available. For in- 
formation, write to Franciscan Herald 
Press.—Those wishing to attend the Con- 
ference should make reservations with 
Very Rev. Cyprian Abler O.F.M. Cap., 
Our Lady of Angeles Retreat House, 3400 
S. Washington Road, Saginaw, Michigan. 
Phone: PL 5-0161 or PL 5-0251. @ 


Father Aloysius O.F.M. Cap. If Fr., Theo- 
bald Mathew O.F.M. Cap. began the 
Temperance Guild which bears his name, 
then Fr. Aloysius O.F.M. Cap. is responsi- 
ble for the Guild perpetuating itself in a 
sound and prudent manner. Fr. Aloysius 
died at the Capuchin Friary of Saint Mary 
of the Angels, Church Street, Dublin, on 
May 2, 1957. He was an outstanding 
Franciscan of our times, having contribu- 
ted to many phases of Franciscan thought. 
His work, for instance, entitled “St. Fran- 
cis and the Eucharist,” is basic as is also 
another little book of his called “Some 
Loves of the Seraphic Saint.” His prayer 
book, ‘““The Voice of the Church,” has 
gone through countless editions and he 
was working on a new edition just before 
his death. As a young priest fifty years 
ago he entered the labor field; his name 
was revered by the labor movement’s lead- 
ers down through the years for he was 
their champion in the struggle for right 
and just treatment. Often he was their 
counsellor and protagonist. Ireland’s Pres- 
ident, Eamond de Valera remembers Fr. 
Aloysius when he returned from prison in 
the summer of 1917. ““He was mentioned,” 
says de Valera, “as one of the Capuchin 
Fathers who attended the 1916 Leaders 
before their execution. When I met him 
later he spoke to me of these Leaders 
and of how nobly they died. Time after 
time he expressed to me his admiration 
of James Connolly, the grandeur of whose 
character had deeply impressed him.” 


Towards the poor his heart had a spe- 
cial tenderness like to that of Saint Fran- 
cis. They seemed always uppermost in his 
mind and he planned constantly for the 
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alleviation of their trials. He was active 
in the St. Vincent de Paul Society and 
many will remember him for the work of 
charity which he carried on. 


Fifty years ago he spoke to a journalist 
about the slums of Dublin who had re- 
marked that everyone seemed to know and 
recognize Fr. Aloysius. “Our Order,” he 
said, “has worked here for a long time. 
They are genuinely fond of us and they 
respect our habit. You would be really 
interested to discover how these poor peo- 
ple cling to religion and how kind they 
are to each other.” And then he hit at 
their own vice, for which he carried on 
the Temperance League. “Their one vice 
is drink. People say they are lazy, but I 
am sure it is untrue. They grow indolent 
because looking for a job standing about 
for work disheartens them. They are not 
properly nourished, and their homes are 
insanitary; one cannot expect them to be 
efficient. But all the same, drink is a real 
vice. . . We are making a great fight for 
temperance with our Father Mathew 
Guild, and the difference is already ex- 
traordinary. . .” 


Fr. Aloysius was also the founder of 
the ‘Father Mathew Record’’—monthly 
magazine, in 1908. We salute a faithful 
Franciscan and an ardent apostle of our 
times! R.I.P. ® 


Bishop Eustace J. Smith O.F.M. (of Prov- 
ince 2), Vicar Apostolic for the Latin 
Rite in Lebanon, said Mass_ recently 
aboard the U.S.S. Forrestal in the: Beirut, 
Labanon harbor. Over 700 attended the 
Mass. Bishop Smith explained to the 
Americans, most of whom were making 
their first trip to the Near East, that 
Lebanon originally held one faith—with 
the Maronite Rite. As Catholics they were 
able to maintain their faith in the hidden 
fastness of the Lebanese mountains despite 
Moslem persecution. 

“The Maronites,” he said, ‘became the 
most numerous of the five Catholic Rites 
that eventually also found haven from 
persecution in this tiny independent Re- 


public.” Sel intial 

The five different Catholic Rites 
(Syrian, Armenian, Latin, Greek and 
Maronite) show the versatility of the 


Church working in one common’ faith. 
They are located heré because Labanon 
has-been a refuge for groups persecuted 
by oppressors, Here is practiced the char- 
ity that Christ first preached. 


285 


Bishop Smith reminded his fellow Amer- 
icans that the Labanese mountains tower 
10,000 feet above sea level and that the 
Cedars of Lebanon are mentioned 61 times 
in both the Old and New ‘Testaments. 
“In the land south of Lebanon, St. Peter 
received the keys to the kingdom of Hea- 
ven. In the land north of Lebanon, St. 
Paul was converted. This is the area where 
the Apostles lived and passed. This is the 
region that God chose for His Son to 
teach and effect the redemption of man- 
kind.” @ 


Fr. Brendan Mitchell O.F.M. (Santa Bar- 
bara Province) is celebrating his Silver 
Jubilee in the priesthood this year. Since 
his ordination Fr. Brendan has been oc- 
cupied almost wholly in the Third Order 
apostolate. As assistant commissary for his 
province, he aided the late Fr. Clement 
Berberick O.F.M. who was among the 
mighty horsemen to put momentum be- 
hind the Franciscan movement in this 
country as far back as its first National 
Congress in Chicago in 1921 and later 
with the National Congress in San Fran- 
cisco in 1933. Fr. Brendan brought new 
enthusiasm to his Tertiary Province and 
began to publish ““The Western Tertiary” 
magazine which some years ago widened 
its scope and is now published, with Fr. 
Brendan as its editor, as ‘The Way of 
St. Francis.” Recently it received the 
Catholic Press Award in the field of ‘Best 
Editorial.” Besides editing the “Way,” Fr. 
Brendan is Commissary of the Third Or- 
der, entailing a good deal of travelling, 
and has also been a member of the Fran- 
ciscan Home Mission Band for a_ long 
time. He has prepared a very good Third 
Order Correspondence Course and recent- 
ly published a booklet entitled ‘Restoring 
Myself in Christ”—group meditations for 
members of the Third Order of St. Fran- 
cis which were developed from a Provin- 
cial Convention of last year. To Fr. Bren- 
dam and his constant efforts at expanding 
the Third Order movement—congratula- 
tions and Ad Multos Annos! & 


WINDTHORST — 
(Continued from page 272) 1 


widely differing in character and po- 
litical aspirations. He was an intrepid 
general, whom nothing could dismay. 
nothing could defeat, neither ciolence 
of hostile attack, nor cowardice, nor 
the temerity of his own soldiers. In 
a word, Windthorst, whether as a pri. 
vate citizen, public leader, or son of 
the Church, was a martyr of devo- 
tion to country and religion, in the 
cause of truth, liberty and justice. Al 
other glories fade before this. It is 
the only one which is meritorious, 
and therefore the only one which is 
imperishable; for its true crown, its 
real reward is with Him who alone 
is eternal truth, perfect liberty and 
immutable justice.” 


A martyr of devotion is the glory 
and challenge to tertiaries stepping 
into the political arena, strong in 
faith, prepared intellectually and un- 
swerving in principle. @ 


WORLD VISION 


(Continued from page 257) 


Be apostles! Tertiaries must take 
up this challenge in the spirit of St. 
Francis. No call to squeeze themselves 
into one strict form or cast, nor to 
use one mould for all tertiaries. Here 
was Francis’ directive to his first fol- 
lowers both friars and Poor Clares an¢ 
tertiaries: “few and simple words from 
the Gospel.” One simple little voice 
brought a universal response. The 
Lord has one voice but His sheep 
each hear it as addressed to each one 
alone. The Franciscan vision of life 
respects the unique reflection of God 
in each human soul and God’s call 
to each individual soul. 


286 FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM 


"here were many non-Catholic Nese: among the mourners. After 
he Council members said the rosary and had left, several of these 
on-Catholic people, so edified by what had happened, inquired who 


they were asked “Will they pray like that for us, then after we die?” 
After being assured, five Negro people voluntarily went for instruc- 


tions in the Faith! 


SEEING GOD 


Your tertiary rule also obliges you 
to strong self denial, which is vital 
for a chaste spirit. Do you fulfill the 
obligations and recommendations of 
the rule in this respect? It is a sure 
way to control your senses, which 
easily can best you. Strict vigilance, 
especially over your eyes, is necessary 
to maintain a spirit of chastity. A 
spiritual writer has said: “The eyes 
are the door to the interior, and their 
connection with this interior is as in- 
timate as that existing between the 
links of a chain. If you pull one link, 
the others follow. If the eye is im- 
prudent, this imprudence will be 
communicated to the interior, the 
memory and the imagination.” Once 
disturb your memory or imagination 
with sinful things, you have opened 
yourself to trouble. St. Mother 
“abrini called the imagination the 
ool of the house. It acts like a reck- 
ess teenager, once you foolishly arouse 
t. St. Francis and many saints used 
‘xaggerated strictness with the eyes. 
At least it seems exaggerated to the 
erage person. Yet this exaggerated 
trictness shows us that they knew 
hemselves and were aware of their 
veakness and frailty. This strictness 
ikewise demonstrates how much they 
ippreciated this treasure of purity, 
ince they took such care to guard it 
rom all dangers. You would do well 
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to imitate some of this strictness of 
the saints. 

Your heart is another vulnerable 
spot in your spiritual life. “Where 
your heart is, there is your treasure,” 
Holy Scripture wisely states. Sensual 
attachment can creep into your heart. 
Such an attachment soon captures 
your heart and becomes the source 
of numerous evils and dangers for 
purity. Nothing is more apt to con- 
fuse and to deceive the intellect than 
sensual attachment to a creature. 
Quickly you begin to form your own 
conscience, to refuse to listen to sound 
advice and warnings, and to despise 
the most explicit prohibitions. Just 
recall King David’s serious fall. He 
let his heart run away with him, 
sensually approached Bethsabee, the 
wife of one of his army officers, sinned 
seriously with her, and tried to cover 
up his fall by the murder of her hus- 
band. And King David was not a 
careless man, foolhardy and irrespon- 
sible. He had been especially favored 
by God and loved God. Yet one 
sensual attachment plunged him into 
the deepest sins. Fast action is impor- 
tant here. As St. Francis de Sales 
said: “Cut off, break, tear. Do not 
occupy yourself with slowly separating 
and unraveling these foolish bands; 
with all determination you must use 
iron and fire. You cannot compromise 
with a love that is against the love 
of God.” 
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St. Francis of Assisi bequeathed to 
you a very ardent devotion to the 
Passion and Death of Christ. It is a 
powerful help and efficient weapon 
in the strife to keep your heart in its 
proper place. Let your mind, your 
heart and your imagination dwell on 
Christ’s sufferings and his cross. True 
love grows as you enter deeply into 
the mysteries of Christ’s sufferings. 
The Sacred Passion of Christ tames 
and controls your inordinate passions. 
If you fully see the gaping wounds 
of Christ, you will not easily turn to 
sin. You can at least daily walk the 
way of the cross in spirit, if you can- 
not physically do it in your parish 
church. It is your best approach to 
mental prayer, which is a definite 
need for any good tertiary life. 


Your Holy Father St. Francis dedi- 
cated his three orders to Mary Im- 
maculate and through them, also you. 
An appreciation of Mary Immaculate 
will give you a higher regard -for the 
spirit of chastity. You need her pow- 
erful help, and should daily invoke 
her aid. “Never has it been known 
that anyone who invoked Mary’s aid 
was left unaided.” Do you recall this 
prayer? It is the well known “Memo- 
rare.” Are you using it frequently? 

Only through these means can you 
meet the challenge of the spirit of 
chastity. There is no thought of a 
true apostolate for Christ without this 
spirit. e 


GRADUATION 


(Continued from page 279) 


required freshman math till 


senior year. 


their 
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The Dental Hygenists went fortl 
Then the call, “College of Libera 
Arts, arise.” I felt myself being muc 
taller than my 5’ 9”. For some reasoi 
my head went straight up. “Colleg 
of Liberal Arts, come forth!” It wa 
hard to walk slowly, regally. I wantes 
to run. I shook the president’s hand 
The vice-president grinned. The com 
mencement winked. Th 
treasurer looked stern. I had it in m 
hand. I wanted to turn to the whol 
audience and shout, “I’ve done it. Pv 
done it. It has taken six years of work 


marshall 


and perspiration, and starvation. Bu 
it has been fun and joy and happines: 
and it is a triumph. And now yor 
wonder, is it worth it? Yes, yes, it j 
worth every minute. I am now a ch 


acter who can influence other char 
ters because of the characters w 
have influenced me. I have kno: 
edge. I have learned to lead my 
out of ignorance. I have learned ¢ 
all knowledge must lead to know 
of God, and that knowledge, to k 
of God. I know that I will serve H 
better. I have realized that wi 
God I am nothing, and with | 
there is nothing which I am n 
have been trained professional 
have been made more fully a hum 
being by theology, philosophy, | 


tory, literature, languages, science 


mathematics. I have been determine 


by a matrix of great minds in a Ca 
olic environment, I am the result 
of Christian cultivation. I am the e 
product of that process known i 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION, AND 
THANK GOD THAT I AM! | 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY 


INDULGENCES 
AUGUST Tw. 
2. Portiuncula, toties quoties. oBbniIT 4. Ee 
7. Bl. Agathangel and Cassian M. 1 Or. 
3 Bye John Mary Vianney C. e Or. 
Ee a Clare of Assisi V. 2 Or—G.A. & Sr. Marilyn Zuber (Springfield), Sr. 
aK ; . 7 Hermenegild Neugebauer (Rochester), Sr. 
D. ssumption—G.A. (se IE MIL. Urbana Griener, Sr. Joanissa Konicek (Mil- 
‘i a oaeys C. : waukee 81), Sr. Accursia Kinne (Olden- 
. St. Roch C, 3 Or—(Cap. Aug. 26.) burg), Sr. M. Roberta Kalt (ideas 
S lhe five Sundays before the feast of Sr. Mary Stanislaus (Mt. Alvernia, Rae 
; me ee. Chicago: Sara Nolan, Mary Stratford, 
- a ouis 5 Ul Oxe: Hattie Jmile, Anne Kringle, Carmela Lom- 
2. Immaculate Heart of Mary. iglio, Mary Zanzucchi, Patrick Lynch, Mary 
9. St. Louis King C. Patron 3 Or— G.A. Raftery — Cincinnati: Bernardina Reis — 
mec PT oe : Cleveland: Mary Donnelly, Agnes G. Ryan, 
fe Bl. Bernard of Offica (Ce 2 Or, (Fran.— Elizabeth Butler, Josephine McCaffery — 
Rest Sept. 1)—St. Roch (Cap.—Rest Detroit: Louis Quinn, Clarence C. Ray- 
Aug. 1 )—Seven Joys (Convy.— Rest mond, Magdalen Heinrich—Louisville: Rose 
Aug. 27). ' ; : Pfalzer, Anna Marie Zoeller, Albert J. Eb- 
/. Ses Joys of Mary—G.A. & Pil. (Aug. erhart, Frances Sheridan—Milwaukee: Wil- 
26 Convy.). liam Nauer, Jennie Joerres—St. Louis: Car- 


oline De Palma, Anna McGown—Sheboy- 
gan, Wis.: Mary Reinwand — Oklahoma 
City: Mary Goodwin—Hoboken: Alexander 
Fineniolo. 


Order your Franciscan Art Cal- 
endar today. 40c each; $1.50 for 
4 copies. Special quantity prices. 
$195.00 per 1000. 
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—— JUST OFF THE PRESS! 


GUIDELINES OF ST. FRANCIS 

by Albert J. Nimeth O.F.M 
A twenty-five cent pamphlet that treats 
of the some of the ideals of St. Francis. 
Each chapter is followed by a discus- 
sion guide based on the Words of St. 
Francis and Scripture. Ideal for group 
discussion, personal meditation or pri- 
vate spiritual reading. 


FRANCISCAN SPIRITU ALITY 

by Valentine Breton, O.F.M. 

Trans. Flavian Frey O.F.M. 
A neat little volume that sets forth the 
characteristics of Franciscan Spiritual- 
ity. The basic thesis is: all genuine 
Francisean spirituality is based on the 
doctrine which Franciscan theology has 
developed about Christ, the Son of God. 
The absolute primacy of Christ is the 
core around which Franciscan spirit. 
uality revolves. It is all so well put in 
this book. Get your copy. $1.75. 
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 Gnanciscan Eunonean a 7e 
1958 LOURDES CENTENARY : 


Sponsored by Franciscan Herald Press s 
THREE MAJOR PILGRIMAGES — departing in early May, 1 a 


June and late-autumn. Thirty Day pilgrimages. Autumn pilgrimage 
arranged to be at Assisi on the Feast of St. Francis. 


ITINERARIES will feature Lourdes, Rome, 
Assisi, La Verna, Padua, the Shrine of the Sacred 
Heart at Paray-le-Monial, Francis, and the Shrine 
of the Miraculous Medal in Paris. a 


Included also are Brussels, Florence, Nice, V en- 
ice, Como, Lucerne . . . with optional extension 


tour to include eine Dublin, Cork and Kil- 


larney. 


MONTHLY FIFTEEN-Day pilgrimage tours, based on 17- day a’ 
tariffs, which will be ideal for those with limited holidays. Departull 
will be Fridays and returning two weeks later on Sunday mornings. 
These tours will visit Paris, “Lentieal Barcelona, Rome, Assisi, ua 
Verna, Padua, Venice, Milan, Geneva, Paray-le-Monial and London, 


Exact dates and prices will be available shortly, 
together with full itinerary details. 


Write for Information Now! 
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Dear Fathers: 7 
| am interested in the Franciscan European Pilgrimage and would | 
like to have complete details on the following: i 


30 day pilgrimage departing early May _mid- June autumn, 
15 day pilgrimage departing May June July August. 
NAME _ 
ADDRESS aera ort 
Git, ZONE. Si ATE 
Mail to 
FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS& 


1434 W. Slst St. Chicago 9, Illinois — 
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